
T A X  L E V Y  P A C K E T

‘We strive for operational excellence through caring, 
creative and community-focused service.’

2 0 2 3



Caring
We show responsibility for resources and care for people -  

and we take pride in all we do. 

Creative
We breing imagination, innovation, and fun to our work. 

Community-Focused
We build a healthier community where everyone belongs.

56 Years
The District was established in Dec. 1966

11
Park and Facility Sites

159
Total Acreage of land Owned or Managed

The 3 C’s
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Oregon 
Park District
The Oregon Park District annual property tax levy provides tax dollars for operational 

uses for the January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024 fiscal year.  The following 

property tax levy and accompanying ordinance will ensure that the parks and 

recreation needs of our community are met.  Fiscal tax planning and budget 

preparation are essential activities that help the District operate effectively and 

efficiently.  

TAX LEVY PROCESS
The Oregon Park Districts property 
tax levy is the amount of property 
tax dollars the District requests to 
operate for the subsequent fiscal year.  
The property tax cycle is the annual 
process of adopting a levy and then 
receiving the tax money.  The District 
then completes the annual budget 
and appropriations process within the 
first quarter of the subsequent tax year.  

The following tax levy packet outlines the 
Districts property tax levy calculations, 
fund requests and impact to local 
homeowners.  

The District hopes this document helps 
our community understand the tax 
levy process and its impact to District 
operations.  Taxes are an essential 
part of the Districts operational cycle.

DISTRICT GOVERNED BY
A five member elected volunteer Board 
of Commissioners.  Current Board 
Members consist of Brian Beckman: 
President,  Josh Messenger: 

Vice-President, Mark Tremble, Dan 
Engelkes, and Maia Johnson.

PARKS & FACILITIES
The District is comprised of eleven park 
and building sites consisting of almost 
160 acres.  The District operates the 
Nash Recreation Center, where the 
central offices are located.

POPULATION
The Park District’s population is approxi-
mately 7,000.  The boundaries of the 
District consist of the City of Oregon 
and the outlying areas, and covers 
approximately 102 square miles.

STAFFING
The District employs 13 full-time 
employees and approximately 60 
part time and seasonal employees 
throughout the year.  Visit our website 
for more information on our staff.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone:	 815-732-3101
Fax:	 815-732-3736
Web:	 www.oregonpark.org
Facebook:  oregon.district
#oregonparkdistrict

District Mission Statement:                   
“To Provide community-focused 
social and recreational activities 
through exceptional programs, 

parks and facilities.”
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I go to nature 
every day for 

inspiration in the 
day’s work.              

Study nature,           
Love nature, 
stay close to 

nature.  It will 
never fail you.                              

~ Frank Lloyd 
Wright   
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Board of Commissioners
Brian Beckman	 President		
Josh Messenger	 Vice-President
Mark Tremble       	 Commissioner
Dan Engelkes	 Commissioner
Maia Johnson   	 Commissioner

Administrative Staff
Erin Folk	    	 Executive Director		  erin@oregonpark.org
Dan Griffin  	    	 Finance & Tech Administrator	 dan@oregonpark.org  
Megan Wolfe 	 Administrative Services Coord.	 megan@oregonpark.org

Recreation Staff
TIna Ketter	    	 Superintendent of Recreation	 tina@oregonpark.org 
Lesley Sheffield  	 Athletics Coordinator		  lesley@oregonpark.org
Kelley Huston  	 Recreation Program Coord.	 kelley@oregonpark.org
Caleb Jenks  	 Events & Adult Prog. Coord.	 caleb@oregonpark.org

Parks & Facilities
Brent Suter 		  Supt of Parks & Faciltiies		 andy@oregonpark.org
Nick Karper 	    	 Deputy Supt. of Parks		  brent@oregonpark.org
Matthew Downing  	Deputy Supt. of Facilities	 matthewt@oregonpark.org
Ethan Drew   	 Parks Laborer			    
Nick McPhail   	 Parks Laborer			 
Bill Helfrick  	    	 Facility Maintenance Technician 			 
Mary Sansone     	 Custodial & Support Services Supervisor			

Our greatest asset, and the key to our success, is 
our people.  We ARE a people business!
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Tax Levy
The tax generated by the Oregon Park 
District is a calculation of the property 
tax levy, the property tax rate, and the 
equalized assessed value (EAV).

EAV multiplied by Tax Rate 
= 

Property Tax Revenue

The primary source of the District’s tax base 
is the Constellation Generation Station.  
The Board of Commissioners approved 
the Byron Power Station Real Property Tax 
Assessment Settlement Agreement in 
June of 2023.  The agreement removed 
past tax objections and provides tax 
stability for the District.  The agreement 
establishes the EAV of the Byron Power 
Block at $500,000,000 and will cover tax 
years 2022-2027.

While the expected Equalized Assessed 
Value (EAV) of the District is approximately 

Tax Levy Introduction & Discussion
The Oregon Park District utilizes its annual Tax Levy Packet to help our community 

in understanding its impact on operations and overall footprint within the District.    

1.  The EAV of the Oregon Park District changes 

on an annual basis.  The EAV is determined by 

the Ogle County Assessment Office. 
2. The District determines a property tax levy 

for each calendar tax year.  The estimated levy 

as compared to the EAV determines the rate at 

which the property owners will by taxed. 

3. The desired levy of the District multiplied by 

the current EAV determines the Property Tax 

Revenue that will be received from the collection 

of taxes within the District boundaries.
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676 Million (early estimation established by 
the Assessment Office in September), the 
District will levy its Corporate and Recreation 
funds at a rate that will equalize the overall 
District tax rate for 2023 near the rate for the 
2022 tax year.  

The 2023 tax levy directly funds the Districts 
2024 fiscal year.  The County Treasurers office 
will collect the 2023 tax revenue in two install-
ments (June and September) of 2024.  The 
Park District will then receive its share of the 
tax revenue following those two collections. 

The Oregon Park District will not complete the 
Truth in Taxation proceedings for the 2023 Tax 
Levy.  Illinois Law requires local municipalities 
to publish a Truth in Taxation notice, as well 
as hold a public hearing, if the municipality 
considers levying property taxes greater than 
105% of the preceding tax year’s extension.  
The District estimates the 2023 tax year 
extension to be 0.05% greater than the 
preceding year’s extension.  The calculation 
to determine the Truth in Taxation rate does 
not include the Districts Debt Service Levy 
(General Obligation Bonds), which increases 
the overall extension to approximately 1.94% 
greater than the prior year.  

The Districts overall tax receipts are expected 
to be greater than the 2022 tax year.  The 
Districts overall EAV has increased, therefore 
allowing the District to collect additional 
tax dollars along without an increase to the 
tax rate.  The Park District estimates that the 
typical Oregon Homeowner will not see a 
tax increase, unless their individual property 
value increases for the 2023 tax year.

The Oregon Park District added an additional fund in 2018 titled ‘Long Term 
Capital Replacement Fund’.  The intent of this fund is to establish a long term 
maintenance fund for building and park improvmement. 

G 
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Homeowner Tax Levy
The Oregon Park District annually files its 
tax levy ordinance by the last Tuesday 
in December.  The Ogle County Clerk 
then processes the District’s tax rate 
along with all other taxing bodies within 
the homeowner’s district.  The Assessor’s 
office totals the Equalized Assessed Value 
(EAV) for each District.  The County Clerk 
then calculates the tax rates and passes 
the billing along to the Treasurer’s Office.  

Adjacent is a typical Oregon Park District 
homeowner’s tax bill for the 2022 tax year.  
Each taxing districts rate will be broken 
down for the homeowner.  The total 
rate multiplied by homeowners EAV will 
determine their annual real estate taxes 
due.  The assessor’s office determines an 
individual property’s EAV.  A property’s EAV 
is approximately 1/3 of its respective fair 
market value (fmv).  

The 2023 proposed tax levy calculation 
does not estimate an increase in the typical 
homeowner taxes payable to the District.  

2023 Tax Effect on Homeowner
The Oregon Park District does not anticipate a tax increase to the average Oregon 

homeowner for the 2023 tax year. 

Governmental Body 2022 Tax Year

Ogle County 0.71274

Oregon Fire Dist 0.80386

Community College 0.47771

School District 5.62452

Library District 0.28978

Park District 0.46162

Road District 0.39288

Township District 0.39288

City of Oregon 1.38615

Total 10.31077

EAV    X    Tax Rate   =    Property Tax Bill
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2023 AVERAGE OREGON HOMEOWNERS TAX LIABILITY

$120,000   -	 Median Home Price
$40,000     -	 Taxation EAV of 1/3 Fair Market Value
$6,000	      -	 Less Homestead Exemption (max)
$34,000     -	 TAXABLE EAV

YEAR TAX RATE E.A.V. TAX PAYABLE

2021 .0045314 $35,578 $161.05

2022 .0046162 $37,001 $170.80

2023* .0046162 $37,001** $170.80

* Estimated Tax Rate for the Oregon Park District    ** E.A.V. increases expected to vary among properties

The District makes every effort to provide the best services possible, with the least amount of impact to the local 
taxpayers.  While the District makes every attempt to balance its tax rate on an annual basis, some years will vary due 
to specialized projects or initiatives.  The Park Districts overall tax rate is estimated to remain unchanged as compared 
to last years rate (per $100 of Equalized Assessed Value). The typical Oregon homeowner will not see an increase in 
taxes payable to the Park District unless their invidual property value increases.  

The Table below breaks down the real estate tax liability of a typical Oregon Homeowner.  An individual property’s 
EAV will fluctuate annually and be negatively or positively affected by the ‘equalizer factor’.  The County Assessor will 
annually determine a equalization factor that will impact every parcel in a particular township. 

The Oregon Park District has done its best to help provide our residents with the best programming and facilities while 
attempting to keep its tax rates low.  The District’s tax rate has remained stable, while many District’s have been forced 
to increase their rates.
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304 S. 5th Street
PO Box 237
Oregon, IL 61061
Tel: 815-732-3101
Fax: 815-732-3736
E: info@oregonpark.org


